
                                                   

 

Save the date, April 13th-16th, 2023!  

SE Fiber Forum Registration             
Information 

$495.00 

Registration for 2023 SE Fiber Forum will begin on Monday 
November 7th.  The cost for worksps and meals is: 

                               $495.00 

This will include the workshop of your choice (choose 3 and 
we will try our best to get you in your 1st choice 
workshop.)  This also includes all of the meals starting with 
dinner on Thursday evening before the opening presentation 
– introduction of instructors, and a meet and greet in your 
classroom. Three meals Friday and Saturday and breakfast 
on Sunday.   

Housing must be arranged through Arrowmont School of Arts 
and Crafts. This should be done separately.   

There are also hotels/motels available in the Gatlinburg area 

and campgrounds are also available.   
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Message from the President: 

 Hello all!  

As we head into the fall, we are thinking about football, the upcoming 

holidays, and more time with our fiber activities. It is hard to believe it is 

time to think about workshops for next year. But it is time!  We will be 

opening registration on November 7, 2022 for Southeast Fiber Forum. 

We are excited to be offering a variety of fiber classes for all skill levels. But 

more importantly, we will be together in person again. The mountains of 

Gatlinburg, Tennessee will be an ideal location to see old friends and make 

new ones. Arrowmont continues to add improvements on their gorgeous 

campus making our stay even more memorable. 

We are also looking towards the future of Southeast Fiber Forum. The 

board is searching for a guild that would like to take the lead of planning the 

2025 conference. Southeast Fiber Forum has a history of offering a quality 

conference for the 8 southern states. The conference is a intimate 

conference with quality classes and events. If you like to know more please 

contact any board member 

See you the mountains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Message from the Host Guild: 

Planning ahead for Fiber Forum 2025! 

Would you, or your Guild, like to become involved in planning for Fiber Forum 

2025?  

It’s not too soon to begin thinking about it! 

Every two years, the Southeast Fiber Forum event takes place through the cooperative 

efforts of two entities – the Fiber Forum Board and the Host Guild – each with separate 

roles and responsibilities, culminating in a weekend gathering of fiber artists eager to 

learn and share their creativity. 

Who does what? 

It is the Host Guild’s job to recommend a venue for the event, contact and recruit 

instructors, plan their classrooms and housing, seek out vendors, arrange for evening 

entertainment and a keynote speaker, manage the registration process and fees, 

prepare marketing materials, and solicit items for the auction and welcome bags.  

 

Generally the Guild forms a special committee to manage these tasks, with assistance 

from the Fiber Forum Board and experience gained through previous conferences. 

The Host Guild receives a stipend in the amount of $1000, to be used as that Guild 

sees fit: to cover its expenses, reimburse its committee chairman, award scholarships, 

etc. 

It is the Board’s job to provide guidance to the Host Guild in these tasks, contract with 

instructors and the facility, handle finances and oversee the budget, arrange for 

teaching assistant scholarships, assist with marketing, host the Fiber Forum website, 

maintain the membership roster, and manage electronic communications with 

members. 

The Board is comprised of five officers, with four-year terms staggered to provide 

continuity in preparing for each event. The officers are: President, Vice-President, 

Secretary, Treasurer and Member-at-Large, plus the Chairman of the Host Guild’s 

Committee.  

At the 2023 conference, a new President, Secretary, and Member-at-Large must be 

chosen to replace those outgoing officers. The upcoming Host Guild may wish to 

nominate one or more members to the Board, and individual nominations from the 

membership are most welcome. Prospective officers should know that several Board 

meetings are held throughout the two-year planning period for each event – either in 

person or via Zoom. 

What are the benefits of involvement in Fiber Forum? 



The Southeast Fiber Forum conference has become a recognized and much-

anticipated event in the fiber arts community, and one that is worthy of the support of all 

our regional guilds. Participation by rotating guilds and their members offers the 

potential for greater diversity in location and programing, as well as the opportunity to 

showcase the unique craft-related resources of each area. 

We urge you – as individuals or guilds – to become involved in its planning and 

production! 

Please contact Marjorie Krueger, Secretary, at secretary@sefiberforum.org if you 

would like to learn more about this opportunity. 

mailto:mmkrue@aol.com


Here is the list of instructors and workshops for Fiber Forum 2023.  Each 
newsletter will feature four of the instructors with their biography and a 
description of their workshop. 
 

1. Katie Clark 
"Graph'ic Design” - Pixel and Graph Based Crochet Design  

2. Brandy Clements & Dave Klingler 
Weaving Chairs w/Color and Pattern 

3. Melissa Weaver Dunning 
L'Amour de Maman - Acadian Weaving  
from French Canada and Louisiana 

4. Catharine Ellis 

Four Dyes Many Colors 
5. Geri Forkner 

Illuminate Your Fiber Art 
6. Eileen Hallman 

Marbling with Tannins 
7. Irene Heckle Volpe 

Not Your Average Grandparent – needle felted characters 
8. Angela Schneider 

Spin and Weave a Bejeweled Scarf 
9. Liz Spear 

Compose & Combine Handwoven Fabrics – sewing and piecing 
10. Heather Storta 

Knitted Lace Shawl – Design Intensive 
11. Paula Vester 

Spinning – Beyond Wool – Variations on a Draw 
 
Eileen Hallman, Irene Heckle Volpe and Geri Forkner are featured in this newsletter. 

 

 

 
 
 

 



  

Keynote Speaker – Catharine Ellis 

 

“Still Traveling on the Textile Journey”  

  

Catharine was the Keynote speaker at SE Fiber Forum 2011 – the first year SE 

Fiber Forum was held at Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts.  Her 

presentation   was titled  “Gifts of a Creative Life: What Happens When You 

Say “Yes” to Risk?”    At SE Fiber Forum 2023 Catharine’s presentation is titled 

“Still Traveling on the Textile Journey.”   She  will bring us up to date on her 

amazing creative journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Fiber Forum Towel Exchange  

 

Criteria for the Fiber Forum 2023 Handwoven Towel Exchange….  
 
Bring 4 finished towels for the exchange   
Finished Dimensions:  approximately - 18” x 24”  
Sewn hems – hand or machine stitched 
 
Attach your name and any information on each towel that you would like to share with 
the recipient of your towels – fiber content, weaving instructions, etc. 
 
Weave 5 towels if you would like to keep one for yourself.  You will come home with 4 
towels all woven in the same happy colors.    
 

 

 



Workshop Title:  “Marbling Your Tannins” 
 

Instructor:  Eileen Hallman: 

I have been obsessed with cotton since the early 1980s when I learned to spin my 

homegrown colored cotton on a great wheel.  I graduated quickly to the charkha. While I 

do spin and weave with other fibers, the organic cottons are my passion. I am involved 

in research on organic, naturally pigmented, and recycled cottons and in the 

development of spinning slivers and yarns from these cottons. I am not committed to 

100% cotton products; I also blend these cottons with other natural fibers to provide 

cotton spinners with a wide selection of cotton-rich fibers to choose from. 

As an engineer, my background surfaces in my development of tools and techniques; as 

a weaver, I realized that the charkha spindle was small enough to fit into a shuttle, and if 

such a thing existed, I could eliminate several steps in the production of cloth. In 1996 I 

introduced the Khadi Khanoo spindle shuttle so that I could go directly to the loom with 

my handspun. 

Additionally, because I also work with cotton sliver that is colored, I eliminated even 

more steps between yarn production and patterned cloth production. I began spinning in 

a color sequence to obtain weft stripes. From there, I added warp stripes using 

commercial yarns to come up with a single shuttle plaid. The shuttle and the color 

sequence in the weft combine to simplify the weaving of plaids or weft stripes. 

Along the way, I also realized that there is little to no usage of singles in the 

handweaving world. I began exploring the use and manipulation of yarn energy; any 

singles yarn has energy, but the amount of twist is very important. I find the hand of a 

fabric woven with singles is much softer and responsive to the touch than a cloth made 

with balanced yarns. 

In experiments with energy and weave structure, I developed a method to shape cloth 

on the loom. I call the technique "Crepe & Shape". 

In 2005 I took up natural dyeing seriously, and fell in love with indigo. Every year since 

then I have grown indigo and other dye plants and experimented with the fresh indigo 

non-vat techniques, especially with their application to cellulose. 

There is a dual fascination with both the color play and the weave structure. To that end, 

I trademarked and introduced Dye-Lishus® cotton, a cotton that has been treated to 

accept any dye readily without extra chemicals, using less dye, water, and energy. In 

addition to spinning fiber, tools, and yarn, I launched a fabric line with four styles with 

different patterns of treated and untreated yarns. 

In 2018 I embarked on a study to recreate the natural colors used in marbling before the 

use of synthetics. I learned to make paints and inks for marbling, and developed a 

technique to marble tannins prior to dyeing. 

I teach cotton spinning, weaving, natural dyeing, and marbling with natural colors 

locally, nationally, and internationally.  



Workshop Description: 

Learn to float and manipulate tannin inks to print on fabric. Students will learn the 

history of marbling, have hands-on instruction in fiber prep, ink making for marbling, and 

creating patterns in floating ink. We will make and use tannin inks as dyes and as 

mordant assists for subsequent dyeing. We will work on small silk and cotton cloths 

which we will subsequently dye in natural dyes and/or treat with iron. All materials will 

be supplied. 

Skill Level: It would be helpful to have some familiarity with mordants and dyes for 

cotton and/or silk. 

M:aterial Fee: $35.00   

Material Fee Includes Marbling size, paints, inks, auxiliary chemicals.   Marbling trays, 

brushes, droppers, combs and Handout. 

 Students need to bring:  Apron & gloves    

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Workshop Title: “Not Your Average Grandparent!” 

Instructor:  Irene Heckle Volpe 

I have been involved in fiber arts since 1986 when I began my “calling” as a teddy bear 

artist.  I have created original designed handmade jointed mohair bears since then.  My 

work has been featured in several teddy bear industry publications both here in the US 

and overseas.  Starting in 2002, I began the art of needle felting.  At that time there was 

very little information on needle felting, so through a lot of trial and error I taught myself.  

Also at the time I began using the needle felting in combination with my teddy bears to 

add a different dimension and expression to them. This mixing of media was also 

featured in several teddy bear publications and I continue to use this practice on some 

of the teddy bears.  I also branched out into needle felted sculpture and continue this art 

form to the present time. I have been fortunate enough to have some of my pieces 

recognized with awards from various places and organizations including the NY State, 

Maryland,  and Taos Sheep and Wool Festival as well as Mountain State Fair, the 

WNCFHG, and the Blue Ridge Fiber Show.  I have taught needle felting since 2003, as 

I believe that it is a wonderful creative way of expressing oneself. I moved from Long 

Island NY in 2014, where I had my original studio and taught classes there and also did 

various programs and classes for groups on LI such as the Spinning Study Group Of 

Long Island and out of state Such as the IDEX Doll and Teddy Bear Show in Orlando 

(for a number of years) and at various knitting and fiber shops. Since I moved here, I 

was fortunate enough to teach at the Fiber Forum and I currently teach at Klay Hawk 

Studio in Leicester and for Heritage Weavers and Fiber arts at Historic Johnson Farm in 

Hendersonville as well as Foothills Nature and Equestrian Center and Tryon Arts and 

Crafts School in Tryon ,.  I also teach programs for the GoFigure Figurative Art Guild 

and the WNCFHG and Smoky Mountain Knitting Guild.  In addition to the needle felting 

classes which I have taught for 15 years, I also still teach teddy bear making classes 

(which I have done for 28 years).  I still find teaching to be as rewarding now as it did 

back then.  I love to see the look on students faces as they accomplish a goal they 

never thought possible, and create a fun, learning atmosphere. 

 



Workshop description:    

Creating a Grandpa or Grandma Character Using Needle Felting Techniques and a 

Wire Armature 

In this workshop we will cover needle felting techniques to help develop either a 

grandpa or grandma character built on a wire armature to allow for more character and 

pose-ability.  The techniques will build noses, cheeks, ears, eyes, etc., all with the goal 

of creating a unique character.  We will be constructing the basic wire armature and 

creating a body to go with our character’s head.  If doll is completed, costuming or 

clothing will be addressed and can be started in class or completed at home. 

Material Fee $25.00 

Material Fee includes:  Workshop Description Includes fiber to complete the project, 

curly locks for hair, wire to build armature, 2 needles, skewer and a small foam work 

pad 

Supplies students need to bring:  Needle nosed pliers, sewing kit (scissors, sewing 

needle, strong thread, preferably button and carpet thread), perhaps some fabric scraps 

for costume ideas or draping 

  

 

 

 



Workshop Title:  Illuminate Your Fiber Art 

Instructor: Geri Forkner 

Geri’s fiber art is defined by lifelong passions to make one of everything and save 

materials from the global scrapheap. She studied weaving and surface design at 

Georgia State University, guild workshops, and craft schools. As a member of the 

Southern Highland Craft Guild, Geri combines her love of traditional processes with new 

techniques and technologies. She is a long time teacher to both children and adults and 

exhibits her award winning fiber art internationally. Geri recently finished a three month 

residency at Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts as part of the Appalachian Craft and 

Culture Fellowship. 

www.weavingschool.wordpress.com 

Workshop Description:  “Illuminate Your Fiber Art” 

Why not add a touch of 21st century bling to your latest fiber creations? Light up your 

fabric and enter the brave new world of E-textiles (fabrics with embedded electronics). It 

doesn't matter if you've never woven, felted, or created a circuit before, you'll get to try it 

all in this fun class. We’ll learn how to stitch simple circuits and hide fairy lights in felted 

and woven pieces made in class. We’ll stitch it all together with conductive thread then 

see what high end designers are doing with this technology for a little bit of inspiration. 

 

12. Workshop students will make two felt projects that include led lights. They will 

weave a small off-loom pouch and add an LED light with on/off switch hacked 

from a tea light. They will stitch simple electrical circuits using conductive thread 

to several different types of LEDs. Students will be introduced to wearable 

technology including Circuit Playground Express 

(https://www.adafruit.com/index.php?main_page=category&cPath=888) and 

LilyPad (https://www.sparkfun.com/lilypad_sewable_electronics) along with 

examples. Possibilities for coding will be introduced but no coding will be done in 

class. Students do not need to have knowledge of electronics. The class is an 

introduction to technology available for craft makers and is useful to fiber artists 

and folks into cosplay, Dragon Con or Maker Fair. 

13. .                                       

http://www.weavingschool.wordpress.com/


 

Spin, Knit, Weave and More….,.. 

 

             

 

                                               

 

                                                                                        

Current Southeast Fiber Forum Board 

 
Chairman:  Kathi Grupp 
Secretary: Marjorie Krueger 
Treasurer: Richard Fox 
Members at Large: 
Alice Hickcox 
Marci Patrini 
Susanne Mcguire 
Host Guild chairperson: Ruth Howe 

 

 


